
Thank you for joining us!
We will begin shortly. 
While you wait, please enter your questions in the chat box.

BACK TO 
SCHOOL
ORIENTATION



AGENDA

● A Brownstone 
Scholar’s Day

● Policies
● Parent Involvement



A 
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DAY



ARRIVAL
BREAKFAST AND 
LUNCH

CLASSES

MINDFULNESS

DISMISSAL



ARRIVAL: MacDonough Campus
Kindergarten - 5th Grade

● ALL students enter on MacDonough Street
● Arrival lasts from 7:30AM - 7:55AM
● K-5 students may arrive at 7:30 for Breakfast
● The official school day begins at 8AM

PreK
● PreK enters at 8AM and students are escorted to class by their parents/ 

guardians
● Kindergarten enters at 7:50AM and students are escorted to class by 

their parents for the first 2 days only

Students arriving to their classroom after 
8:05AM are considered late.  



ARRIVAL: Lafayette Campus
3K and Pre-Kindergarten

● Families enter through the Main Entrance on 
Lafayette at 8AM SHARP

○ 3K and PK parents/ guardians must escort their children to 
the classroom

Students arriving to their classroom after 
8:05AM are considered late. 



BREAKFAST AND LUNCH
Our cafeteria has been upgraded!

● 3K and PK eat all meals in their classroom
● K-5 students eat lunch in the cafeteria.
● Students may bring their own breakfast and 

lunch to school however there are considerations
○ We are a junk food free school
○ Foods cannot be reheated
○ Classmates may have food allergies



CLASSES
All students will receive... 
● English Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, 

Science, Fly Five SEL and Responsive Classroom 
Lesson, and non-structured centers/ self-directed 
learning daily

● Music, visual art, physical education, and Spanish 
language and world heritage multiple times 
throughout the week (at least one a day)

● Guided mindfulness activities multiple times daily
● Access to interventions, extensions, and supports to 

meet their academic and social-emotional needs



MINDFULNESS
Over 50 minutes of the school day is allocated to 
mindfulness. Children learn best when they are 
centered. This looks like: 

- Morning circles/ meetings
- Fly Five SEL Lessons
- Yoga, meditation, and breathing exercises
- Silent reading or drawing
- Move to Improve activities



DISMISSAL: MacDonough Campus



DISMISSAL: MacDonough Campus
● To start the school year, dismissal will be staggered while we refine 

schoolwide routines. 

● Pre-K through 2nd Grade will dismiss from 2:00 PM - 2:10 PM

3rd Grade through 5th Grade will dismiss from 2:10 PM - 2:20 PM

Please be prompt to support this effort. 

● When after school begins, students will be picked up by World 

Explorers staff first, then the remaining students will proceed to the 

auditorium. SCO students will be picked up from the auditorium.

● Late pick ups will need to use the main entrance on MacDonough St. 

and report to the school safety desk

If you are running late, it is your responsibility to contact the 

school via phone or ClassDojo



DISMISSAL: Lafayette Campus

Parents will pick their children up from their classroom between 
2:10 PM and 2:20 PM

3K parents will pick their older children up from MacDonough 
Campus FIRST, then proceed to Lafayette Campus for their 3K 
child. 



POLICIES

● Cell Phones
● Attendance
● Uniforms
● Food
● Grading
● Visitors



To support a safe, focused learning environment across both campuses, Brooklyn Brownstone 
School will enforce a complete ban on personal internet-enabled electronic devices in 
alignment with:

● New York State Education Law §2803
● NYC DOE Chancellor’s Regulation A-413 (2025 update)

INTERNET ENABLED DEVICES

Prohibited Devices 
Smartphones Smartwatches Tablets/e-readers
Personal laptops Any internet-enabled device

Allowed Exceptions
● Required by an IEP/504 Plan (medical/assistive tech)
● Principal-approved for emergencies, caregiving, or 

educational use
● Translation tools with staff supervision
● School-issued devices Chromebooks and iPads for 

learning

Collection & Storage
● Families must declare devices at the start of 

the year
● Students must power off devices before 

entering the school building
● Arrival staff collect devices into classroom bins 

each morning upon entering the building
● Devices are returned only at dismissal (or 

upon approved early dismissal) by teachers
● Bins accompany classes during drills, 

emergencies, or trips

https://www.nysenate.gov/legislation/laws/EDN/2803
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/about-us/policies/cell-phone-and-electronic-device-policy


ATTENDANCE
● Students arriving to their classroom after 8:05 am will be marked tardy. 

● Robocalls

● Excused absences are still absences. We can excused absences when a student is absent from school for 
religious, medical or emergency reasons, but absences are a legal part of the student's record.  

● Family trips that result in missed instructional time, including extended vacations, count as absences.  
Travel documentation must be submitted to the Main Office prior to travel.  

● It’s never too late to drop a child off at school.  Students who are dropped off late (until 1:30 pm) will be 
counted as PRESENT for the day.  

● Students that are absent will receive a phone call and/or text from the Department of Education.  Please 
make sure that your contact information in your NYC Schools account is accurate.  

● Students at risk of chronic absenteeism will receive elevated support and services



UNIFORMS







Uniform Vendors



FOODS
WE ARE A JUNK FOOD FREE SCHOOL

● Items with sugar (any word ending in “ose”) or 
corn syrup listed in the first 3 ingredients are 
not allowed

● 100% juice, milk, or water are allowed for 
beverages

● We encourage reusable bottles to take 
advantage of our water fountains



BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
Celebrations in School 
       Updated by the School Leadership Team, Spring 2023

● Families must notify the classroom teacher at least one week in 
advance.  

● Celebrations are permitted in the classroom, no earlier than 1:50 
pm.  

● Any snacks must be nut-free “to go” items that are individually 
packaged and sealed (for example, individually packaged 
cupcakes, treat bags (no candy), etc.  

● Pizza parties are not permitted for birthday celebrations



GRADING
● Attendance is not factored into grading 

policy directly, however the impact of 
significant missed classes may be reflected.

● We utilize the following grading scale:
○ 4: Exceeding Standards
○ 3: Meeting Standards
○ 2: Below Standards
○ 1: Far Below Standards

● Parent Teacher Conferences are formative:
○ Progress reports are given at least two weeks prior to 

PTCs
○ Report cards are available at least two weeks after 

PTCs
○ All PTCs will continue to be virtual



IMPORTANT DATES
First Marking 
Period

September 17th      

October 24th          

November 6th        

December 19th         

Meet the Teacher * @6PM

Progress Report #1

Parent Teacher Conferences* 

Report Card #1 (available on NYCSA)

Second 
Marking 
Period

February 27h       

March 5th             

April 10th              

Progress Report #2

Parent Teacher Conferences*

Report Card #2 (available on NYCSA)

Final Marking 
Period 

May 7th                      

June 26th         

Parent Teacher Conferences (as needed)

Final Report Card (available on NYCSA)

*Virtual



VISITORS
● All visitors must show proof of identification to enter a 

NYCDOE school building. To enter the building, press 
the buzzer and display your identification.  Upon entry 
to the building proceed to school safety to sign in.   

● After check in family members must come directly to 
the Brooklyn Brownstone School Main Office (Room 
312) prior to going to another part of the building 
(including your child’s classroom).  

● Violations will result in limited access.  



Parent Involvement
+ Opportunities

● Communication
● Volunteering
● Enrichment
● PTA
● SLT



COMMUNICATION
● ClassDojo (don’t purchase)
● Weekly Class Letter
● Monthly Brownstoner Newsletter
● Website
● Parent Engagement Time
● Official class WhatsApps
● School app

Call the Main Office at 718-573-2307 during the hours 
of 8:00 am - 3:00 pm in case of emergency. Teachers 
will not respond to Class Dojo messages while 
teaching. Ms. Whetstone’s office hours are 9 am - 12 
pm M, T, Th, F.

Allow staff members 24-48 hours to respond to Class 
Dojo or phone messages. Staff will not respond to 
messages after their contractual work hours or during 
the weekends.  



VOLUNTEERING

Recess

Tutoring

School Tours

Breakfast + 
Lunch

Concerts, 
Performances, + 
School

Class Parents

Uniform 
Distribution

Lead 
Parent-Facing 

Workshops
If you are interested in volunteering, 
please email 
tbbsparentvolunteers@gmail.com 
and lwhetstone@schools.nyc.gov

mailto:tbbsparentvolunteers@gmail.com


Enrichment
Do you have a passion or special skill? 
(Gardening, knitting, soccer, etc.)

You could lead an afterschool 
enrichment club with students OR 
host a workshop for parents at TBBS 
or the district! 

We also need support volunteering 
with our partners for clubs such as 
yoga, dance, theatre, etc. 



THANK YOU FOR JOINING
WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THURSDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 4th!


